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Colombia has a vast expanse of Amazonian rainforest habitat, and it is best accessed via the town of 

Mitu. The town itself is a fabulous base to work from, with comfortable hotel accommodations in town 

(even air-conditioning!) and some of the most enjoyable local guides anywhere. The birding sites are 

easy to access and the birds are plentiful, with many near endemics, white sand specialists, terra firme 

specialists and many scarce species readily seen. With a total of 5 days to immerse ourselves in this 

prime birding area, we have more than enough time to visit all of the important birding areas. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Flight to Mitu 

Day 2 to 5 Birding Mitu and the Rio Vaupes 

Day 6 Bogota and depart 

 

TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Flight to Mitu.  This morning we will 

catch our flights into the Amazon Basin for a 

fantastic few days ahead!! We should arrive 

just in time for lunch, after which we shall 

make our first investigation into the 

surrounding forests, most likely near the 

community of Urania. Here we shall bird the 

bridge and river edge searching for a good 

selection of species including Amazonian 

Inezia, Bronzy Jacamar, Plumbeous 

Euphonia, Zimmer’s Woodcreeper, Slender-

billed Xenops, Azure-naped Jay, Black-

chinned Antbird, Versicoloured Emerald, 

Black-capped Parrot, Red-fan Parrot, 

Maroon-tailed Parakeet, Dusky-billed 

Parrotlet and Scarlet Macaw. As our first day 

draws to a close, we shall head back to our 

hotel birding the roadside en route where we 

may find Opal-crowned Tanager, White-vented Euphonia or Rufous-bellied Euphonia. 

 

Days 2 to 5: Birding Mitu and the Rio Vaupes.  There is nowhere better to sample the variety of 

Amazonian habitats that the eastern lowlands of Colombia encompass than the environs of Mitu. With 

three full days in this avian-rich region, we will have ample time in the varied habitats within a short 

drive of the town itself, which will serve as our base.  

 

While much of our time will be spent in the default habitat of the region, Terra Firme (upland) Primary 

Forest, we will have several walks through the nutrient-poor (but speciality rich!) White Sand Forest 

Belts that cover areas near town. Several of 

the species that are near-endemic to this 

region, and more easily seen here than at 

other sites in nearby Venezuela, or Brazil, 

are found in the seasonally flooded Varzea 

Forest and Gallery Forests along the mighty 

Vaupes River itself. Others are found atop 

the “cerros”, tabletop mountains that stand 

hundreds of feet above the surrounding 

forest, breaking the endless green horizon 

dramatically. We will explore these seldom-

visited, fascinating habitats in the company 

of a local ornithologist with ties to the local 

indigenous community, and who can teach 

us much about the local history and culture 

of this timeless realm.  

 

To list a relative few of the 400+ species 

Cherrie's Antwren by Sue Wright 

White-plumed Antbird by Adam Riley 
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possible at this site, we hope to 

encounter Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet, 

Red-fan and Orange-cheeked Parrots, 

Racquet-tailed Coquette, Fiery Topaz, 

Pavonine Quetzal, Brown-banded, 

Chestnut-capped and Collared 

Puffbirds, Yellow-billed, Bronzy and 

Paradise Jacamars, Tawny-tufted 

Toucanet, Orinoco Piculet, Bar-bellied 

Woodcreeper, Blackish-grey and Pearly 

Antshrikes, 10 species of Antwren 

including Cherrie’s, Yellow-throated 

and Ash-winged, Black Bushbird, 17 

species of Antbirds including Black-

chinned, Black-headed, Grey-bellied 

and the magnificent White-plumed and 

Chestnut-crested Antbirds, Plum-

throated, Spangled and Pompadour 

Cotingas (!!!), Guianan Cock-of-the-

rock, the rare Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin, sandy forest specialist Black Manakin, Yellow-crested 

and Western Striped Manakins, Brown-headed Greenlet, Azure-naped Jay, White-bellied Dacnis, White-

naped Seedeater, Plumbeous Euphonia, and many, many more.... 

 

Late in the afternoon of day 5 we shall head to the airport for our scheduled return flight to Bogota and 

celebratory dinner before our departures tomorrow morning.  

 

Day 6: Bogota and depart.  After breakfast today, the tour will conclude after a transfer to El Dorado 

International Airport (IATA: BOG), Bogotá. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT INFORMATION below. 
 

The tour fee includes: 

 All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 6; 

 Bottled drinking water; 

 All lodgings; 

 Ground transportation; 

 Extra activities mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees; and 

 All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 
 

The tour fee does not include: 

 Visa fees; 

 ANY flights; 

 Any drinks; 

 Special gratuities; and 

Green-and-gold Tanager by Dubi Shapiro 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/colombia-mitu-extension-2018


RBL Colombia – Mitu Ext Itinerary  5 

 

 

 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Single Supplement cost on this tour only covers accommodations where single 

rooms are available; this will be at roughly half of the sites visited on the tour. If RBL cannot provide you 

with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the single supplement will become 

applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to 

share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

 Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and 

single supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

 Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged. 

 Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result. 

 Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary at short or no notice due to 

unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt to adhere as close to the 

original program as possible. 

 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, this 

does not include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given you excellent 

service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 

 

Special Notes:  

 This tour involves very little arduous walking. The lowland Amazonian rainforests are however 

very humid, and can be equally hot depending on local weather conditions. We will be on our 

feet for most of the day. You should, therefore, be in good health and of reasonable fitness to 

undertake this tour. If you have any physical limitations or medical conditions of any sort, please 

let the Rockjumper office know in advance of the tour. 

 We will be birding in some remote areas well away from modern medical facilities.  

 The hotels are of comfortable standard in Mitu.   

 Transport is by small coach or minibus and the roads are mostly in good condition. 

 We expect the weather to be mostly dry and often sunny, though short bouts of light rain or heavy 

downpours can be expected too. 

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from El Dorado International Airport 

(IATA: BOG), Bogotá early on say 1 with a flight to Mitu. The tour is scheduled to conclude after 

breakfast on day 6 at El Dorado International Airport (IATA: BOG), Bogotá but is dependent on final 
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flight times. It is thus suggested that you do not book your international departure flights before the early 

evening.  

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

The tour will start and finish at El Dorado International Airport, Bogotá (IATA: BOG), which is the main 

port of entry for international flights into Colombia. We have the capacity to advise you on the best route 

according to your preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able to book these flights for you. 

We can, however, book the domestic flights on your behalf. NB: Please DO NOT book any flights until 

you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 


